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1 " 21 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 
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Drawings, Sheets 

1 /3 "" 3/3 as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



3. □ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' Eh ™* report h <f been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 

SSX&BS^S^r' be9n 00nsldered ,0 90 beyo " c ' ,he disclosure as ^ wSSdftE 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. '< 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-14 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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D3 
D4 



Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication- 

D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1 999, no. 04, 30 April 1 999 (1 999-04- 
30) & JP 11 007894 A (TOPPAN PRINTING CO LTD), 12 January 1999 (1999- 
01-12) 

D2: US-A-5 772 486 (SEKI ET AL) 30 June 1 998 (1 998-06-30) 

EP-A-1 306 872 (TORAY INDUSTRIES, INC) 2 May 2003 (2003-05-02) 
WO 01/52299 A (3M INNOVATIVE PROPERTIES COMPANY" KIKUCHI 
HIROSHI; YOKOYAMA, CHIKAFUM) 19 July 2001 (2001-07-19) 
D5: US-A-5 972 564 (KAWANA ET AL) 26 October 1 999 (1 999-1 0-26) 

2 Independent claim 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 

2.1 Document D1 discloses the following features of present claim 1 (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): a method of making a substrate for a PDP (see 
the abstract and figure) comprising: forming an electrode precursor (dielectric layer paste 
2) on a surface of a substrate (8) in a pattern, forming a rib precursor layer (barrier rib 
paste 3) on the surface of the substrate (8) on which the electrode precursor layer has 
been formed; and simultaneously sintering the electrode precursor layer and the rib 
precursor layer (see solution, I.2, I.4). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known from D1 in that- 
the electrode precursor comprises a photocurable material, wherein after the electrode 
precursor is formed, the precursor layer is irradiated with light capable of initiatinq curinci 
under a nitrogen gas atmosphere. ay 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how to 
form the electrodes of a PDP. 

The use of photocurable materials and of photolithography methods is well known in the 
field of PDP in order to form the electrodes, cf. e.g. document D5 (par. 3 I 19-28) 
Document D5, which relates to the formation of electrodes of a PDP by photolithography 
explains that exposure is preferred to be performed in nitrogen gas (col. 7, I. 4-5). 

Therefore, the person skilled in the art, when faced with the problem of forming the 
electrodes of the PDP described in D1 would find document D5 and implement the above 
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solution in the PDP of D1 , thus arriving at the subject-matter of present claim 1 without the 
need of an inventive activity. 

4 Dependent claims 2-14 

4.1 Dependent claims 2-14 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

4.2 For completeness, it is pointed out that document D3 discloses a method of 
manufacturing a substrate of a PDP (see the abstract) where an electrode pattern and a 
barrier rib pattern are fired simultaneously; document D4, also cited by the applicant 
discloses a method of forming barrier ribs by using a flexible mold (cf. present claims 5-9). 

5 Miscellaneous: 



fRuie? 2 0^ PCT)° f Cla ' mS arS n0t provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 

5.2 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, documents D1- D3 are not 
mentioned in the description, nor are these documents identified therein. 
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